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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Battleship 5K 
November 4, 2018 

 
Building B Deck Building 

November 10, 2018 
 

33rd Annual Gala 
November 17, 2018 

 
#GivingTuesday 

November 27, 2018 

As you may know, Building B sustained some damage in the 
hurricane. Like so many others, we have discovered that our repair 
schedule has been delayed due to the overwhelming demand in the 
community. ESL classes are moving offsite, which creates some 
staffing and operational changes. 
 

TEMPORARY CLASS LOCATIONS 
• Morning and evening ESL classes are currently being held at St. 

Andrews Covenant Presbyterian Church at 1416 Market St. 
• Basic Skills Review Classes have resumed in Building A, room 100 

from 11:15 am - 1:15 pm 
 

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION 
Starting today, Building A will be open: 
• Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:30 am - 8:00 pm 
• Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 am - 6:00 pm  
• Fridays from 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
 
 
We expect the above schedule to remain in place through 
December. We appreciate your patience and flexibility as we work 
through the rebuilding process! 

https://www.cfliteracy.org/
https://www.cfliteracy.org/
https://capefearliteracyev.wixsite.com/gala
https://www.cfliteracy.org/get-involved/donate/


Dear Friends of Literacy, 

This one is for family ...  
I had originally planned to say that early in the summer, when I learned how closely my cousins read the Cape Fear 
Literacy Council’s news. It surprised and humbled me that they knew details about my work and care so deeply 
about this small non-profit in Wilmington even though they live all over the country and the world. 
 

But now, in the wake of Hurricane Florence, I realize how far “family” extends. Of course it’s our students, 
volunteers, and staff who supported us and one another, both in words and in action. It’s this incredible community, 
including our fellow non-profit agencies that continue to work tirelessly to help bring about some semblance of 
normalcy for so many affected individuals. It’s our local leadership who coordinated efforts before, during, and after 
Florence, and who are planning for the next phase of recovery.  
 

This storm did not discriminate; people at every income and education level, every background and neighborhood 
were affected. Some of us were very lucky, some lost everything, and most were somewhere in between. CFLC was 
fortunate to escape structural damage, but we require some roof repair, and one of our buildings is currently closed 
for water remediation. For many in the Cape Fear area, it will be a long recovery process that will take patience, 
persistence, and support. 
 

Actually, those are the qualities that describe literacy work, as well! Our students and their dedicated volunteers 
don’t give up, even when the outlook is challenging. At first, in the wake of Florence’s destruction, we wondered if 
CFLC’s services would be a priority. But then, our students started to return. On the first day we were open, we got a 
call from a student who had lost everything in the flood. He was upset because he had lost his textbooks, and 
wanted to know if we could replace them. We began to realize the importance we had in our students’ lives, and 
that coming to classes was part of a return to “normal.” As we navigate the inevitable complexities and confusions of 
rebuilding - insurance, FEMA forms, contractors - we can only imagine how difficult these challenges are for our 
students, who are attempting this process with limited English language or literacy skills. 
 

What we know at CFLC is that by working thoughtfully and with the right tools, we can help to change people’s lives. 
Together, we can help rebuild and transform our community, and make it better for the next generation.  
 

Thank you for your support and encouragement,  
 

Yasmin 
CFLC Executive Director 

 
 

S P E C I A L   T H A N K S 
 

• Saint Andrew’s Covenant Presbyterian Church – our new home for ESL classes while Building B is 
under remediation for water damage. We are deeply grateful to Reverend Macleod and his kind team 
who are taking care of us, even while they deal with their own recovery. 

 
• The Debris Clean-up Crew – volunteers Teresa Huffmon, Jim Stanley, Pat Reilly, and the ncino team 

for their hard work and dedication! 
 
• Teresa Gedraytis and Adrienne Moore – thank you for teaching us Insurance as a Second Language! 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER! 
Contact us Today: 

info@cfliteracy.org or 910-251-0911 

GET INVOLVED AT CFLC 

VOLUNTEERS FOR GALA 
 

November 12th through 18th 
 

We need volunteers for our biggest event of the year to help with the 
following:  
 

• building/crafting decorations 
• event set-up day of/event break-down day after 
• event staff (registration/event hosts/auction helpers, etc.) 
• other items, as they arise 

 
Sign up and/or get more information on our Volunteer Match Listing. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

VOLUNTEERS FOR HOLIDAY MAILING 
 

October 29th through November 9th
 

 
We will be stuffing, labeling, and stamping this holiday greeting to our 
supporters. This is a flexible project with varying dates and times.  

• Invite friends & volunteer as a group! Our mailing projects are 
perfect for families, friends, and corporate groups. 

• Showcase Your Penmanship. Do you receive frequent 
compliments on your handwriting? Let us know if you're 
interested in handwriting when signing up.  

VOLUNTEERS FOR BUILIDNG PROJECT 
 

November 10th 
 

Help us build a deck off Building B, and increase our outdoor meeting 
space! Adults only; must have experience with hands-on building projects. 
Groups are encouraged; invite friends or colleagues. 
 
Shift 1: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. OR Shift 2: 1-5 p.m. (Please indicate shift when 
signing up). Sign up and/or get more information on our Volunteer Match 
Listing. 

https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030820.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030820.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030788.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030788.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030672.jsp
https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030672.jsp
https://www.cfliteracy.org/get-involved/volunteer/


 
PROGRAM UPDATES 

ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM 
 

DIRECTOR: NANCY WOOLLEY 
nwoolley@cfliteracy.org 

 

PROGRAM ASSISTANT: JODI COUNCIL 
jcouncil@cfliteracy.org 

Did You Know?  CFLC Offers Math Tutoring Too! 
 

Although the majority of our students come to us for help with 
reading and writing, many also need math tutoring. Last year 
40% of our students received math instruction. For many of 
our students, math causes intense anxiety. Currently we have 
several quality math tutors, but with the increased demand for 
math instruction, we always need more. 
 

Our math tutors instruct students from beginning math 
concepts such as addition and subtraction through fractions, 
decimals, and percents, and more advanced algebra and 
geometry.  Through a careful step by step process and plenty 
of personal encouragement, our students can excel in math 
where they once felt discouraged and helpless.  

AL NEW TUTOR TRAINING 
 

NOVEMBER 5, 7, 12        1:00—4:00 PM 
 

OPEN A DOOR & CHANGE A LIFE 
(910) 251-0911     CFLITERACY.ORG 

ESL PROGRAM 
 

DIRECTOR: MELANIE NELSON 
mnelson@cfliteracy.org 

 

PROGRAM ASSISTANT: LAUREN ROGERS 
lrogers@cfliteracy.org 

The English as a Second Language (ESL) program has been 
branching out to offer new classes; since this time last year, 
we have increased our instructional offerings by 41% 
overall. Here are some of our latest program developments:  
 

• Basic Skills Review—These open enrollment classes 
welcome learners in both the ESL and AL programs and 
offer a chance for them to refresh their skills in subject 
areas that correspond to the GED, including English 
Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science. The 
weekly classes are team-taught by instructors from a 
variety of backgrounds. 

 

Basic Skills Review Math student on the first day of class:  
“I can’t wait to get started!” 

 

• The Happiness Project—This short, summer course 
based on the bestselling book The Happiness Project 
invited CFLC students from both programs, as well as 
CFLC volunteers, to participate in the study of what it 
means to be happy. Seven students and five volunteers 
formed a group of diverse learners, but all found 
common ground for rich discussions and personal 
revelations about the nature of happiness. The learners 
will reconvene in December to reflect on their six-month 
Happiness Projects.  

 

Gretchen Rubin, author of The Happiness Project, 
via personal communication: 

“Wonderful! I’m so happy to hear that my work was useful 
for your students—gold star!” 

ESL NEW TUTOR TRAINING 
 

JANUARY 8, 9, 10    9:30 AM—12:30 PM 
 

ESL TUTOR TRAINING FACTS 
• Students from more than 40 countries study ESL at CFLC. 
• Our students speak 19 different languages.  
• You do NOT need to speak another language to tutor 

ESL.  
• You DO need to commit a few hours a week to tutor one-

on-one or teach a class.  
 

OPEN A DOOR & CHANGE A LIFE 
(910) 251-0911     CFLITERACY.ORG 

The C.O.W.s Are Coming! 
We are proud and grateful to 
announce that the Cape Fear Literacy 
Council was one of the winners of 
this year's grant from the Women's 
Impact Network of New Hanover 
County. The $24,000 grant will 
allow us to focus on digital literacy, 
and create a mobile computer lab 

(C.O.W.s—Computers on Wheels), to serve our students and the 
Wilmington community. Special thanks to Nancy Allen, CFLC’s 
long-time computer tutor, who helped conceive this project and 
will be spearheading its implementation.  

COMPUTERS ON WHEELS 



 

CFLC SPOTLIGHT 

CFLC STUDENT & VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Congratulations Cynthia 
 

Cynthia is our newest Student Scholastic Fund winner. Thanks to the generosity of some of 
our tutors and private donors, CFLC has a small scholarship fund to support our students 
as they strive to continue their education and better their lives. Cynthia applied for and 
received an award of $80 to cover the cost of her GED test, which was a financial 
hardship for her. 
 

Cynthia enrolled in May of 2018. She is a graduate of LINC (Leading Into New 
Communities) and is eager to move her life in a positive direction. She has gained 
employment and independent living, but she wants to pass her GED so she can enroll in 
CFCC’s peer support counselor program and attain a meaningful career.  She said she 
received help and support to change her life, and she wants to do the same for others.  

 

After working diligently with her tutor, Michael Dell, to improve her essay-writing and math skills, Cynthia took and 
passed the Reading and Language module of the GED. She is scheduled to take the Math module by the end of 
October, and anticipates having her full GED by the end of the year.  

Our advanced ESL learners are reading the classic 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  

ESL Group Reading 
 

The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy 
Southern town and the crisis of conscience that rocked 
it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant 
bestseller and a critical success when it was first 
published in 1960.  
 

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill 
A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of human 
behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and 
cruelty, love and hatred, humor and pathos. Author 
Harper Lee considered her book to be a simple love 
story, but today it is regarded as a masterpiece of 
modern American literature. [Source: ESL-Bits.net] 

Gala Committee All-Stars 
Meet the creative force behind Cape Fear Literacy 
Council’s incredible Gala decorations, Kelly and 
Brooke Stewart. These sisters have been volunteering 
for our events for a few years, and this year Kelly is 
the co-chair of our Gala.  Brooke is building both a 
dragon and “Iron Throne” for our November 17th 
event, which promises to be a fantastic party. Our 
staff is deeply grateful to work with such talented, kind
-hearted, dedicated, and detail-oriented artists.  

Pictured: Brooke Stewart, Paul Dudash and Kelly Stewart during 
the Cape Fear Literacy Council/StarNews Media gala with a Harry 
Potter theme, Sept. 23, 2017  [KEN BLEVINS/STARNEWS]  

https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/opp3030672.jsp


 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

CFLC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 
Each of these local businesses and organizations has conducted a fundraiser or building 

project for the Literacy Council this year. We are truly grateful! 

CFLC ANNUAL PARTNERS IN LITERACY 

CFLC Awarded WIN Grant! 
We are still glowing about our $24,000 grant award from the Women's 
Impact Network of New Hanover County to create Computers on 
Wheels (COWs), a mobile lab to provide digital access and training 
throughout the community. Pictured here are Adult Literacy and 
Computer Skills Tutor Nancy Allen, Executive Director Yasmin 
Tomkinson, and Adult Literacy Program Director Nancy Woolley 
celebrating at the Award Ceremony. Thank you WIN!!  

These organizations commit both financially and through in-kind services to ensure CFLC’s 
success! Are you interested in becoming one of our Annual Partners in Literacy? 

CLICK HERE for more information. 

https://www.cfliteracy.org/get-involved/donate/


 

#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by 
the power of social media and collaboration. 
 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving 
(in the U.S.) and the widely recognized shopping 
events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, 
#GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, 
when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year 
giving. 
 

One of the best ways to get involved is in your own 
community … support the Cape Fear Literacy 
Council this #GivingTuesday. 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

AL Student: 
“I passed every section of the GED except math. I had tried and failed 6 times. 
I felt like it was a miracle when I finally got it. One-on-one help made all the 

difference. Thanks to my amazing tutor Fred for believing in me!”  

Support Literacy Council programs and give your loved 
ones these awesome CFLC keep-sakes. 

 

Enjoy your favorite warm beverage in our classic diner mug, and 
make your next family gathering extra-special with a dish from 
this unique collection of recipes from our students, tutors, and 
staff. 
 

PRE-ORDER YOUR MUG AND COOKBOOK NOW 
BY CALLING 910-251-0911. 

 

Items available in mid-November. 

This holiday season, give the gift of Literacy ... 
CFLC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

Classic Mug $5 2018 Cookbook $10 

You Shop, Amazon Gives! 
When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, selection and convenient 
shopping experience as amazon.com, with the added 
bonus that Amazon donates a percentage of the price 
of eligible items to the charity of your choice. 
 

To take advantage of this offer—and to ensure that all 
of your eligible purchases benefit the Cape Fear 
Literacy Council—simply visit smile.amazon.com, 
select your charity, and shop as usual. 

ESL Student:  
“You have helped me see 

that I can be more.” 

info@cfliteracy.org
https://www.cfliteracy.org/get-involved/donate/
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fcharity%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26%252AVersion%252A%3D1%26%252Aentries%252A%3D0%26newts%3D1%26ref_%3Dsmi_chpf_redirect
https://smile.amazon.com/ap/signin?_encoding=UTF8&openid.assoc_handle=amzn_smile_mobile&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.ns.pape=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fextensions%2Fpape%2F1.0&openid.pape.max_auth_age=0&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Faw%2Fch%2Fhomepage


 

 
 
 
 

 
1012 S. 17TH STREET 

WILMINGTON, NC  28401 
(910) 251-0911 

info@cfliteracy.org 
www.CFLITERACY.org 

 
BUILDING -A- HOURS* 

Monday & Wednesday: 8:30 am—8 pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8:30 am—6 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

* This is our new, temporary schedule. For additional details, 
please see the announcement on page 1. 

ESL Tutor: 
“I am so proud of my student! She’s more confident speaking to 

guests and coworkers at her job. 
Her English has improved so much, 

her manager even gave her a pay raise!”  

https://capefearliteracyev.wixsite.com/gala
https://capefearliteracyev.wixsite.com/gala

