
1012 S. 17th Street  

Wilmington, NC 28401  

910.251.0911 

www.cfliteracy.org  

NON PROFIT ORG  

US POSTAGE  

PAID 

WILMINGTON NC  

PERMIT # 470  

12                                       CFLC Challenger  -  Opening Doors, Changing Lives                         Fall 2013 

~
 T

IC
K

E
T

S
 N

O
W

 A
V

A
IL

AB
L

E
 ~

 

Fall 2013 

www.cfliteracy.org 

 

Our Executive Director,  Linda Lytvinenko, speaks about PARTNERSHIPS 

"ñI am of the opinion that my life belongs to the community, and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it what I can."   

~ George Bernard Shaw 
 

"Partnerships" -- this Challenger's theme -- sounds like a pretty innocuous concept, one of today's buzz words for how nonprofits need to    

operate. Look again -- "partnerships" is a powerful and foundational principal of our work to fight illiteracy. Partnerships enable our students 

to discover their untapped potential to go farther and embrace formerly out-of-reach dreams. Partnerships outfit this education-focused non-

profit to reach and teach more than seems doable. Partnerships lead individuals and businesses to tap into their potential to make a difference 

and step away from a ñwhat's in it for me?ò mindset as they gain the fulfillment that comes with being part of another's success and bringing 

true, positive change to this community. 
 

Long gone are the days when small nonprofits such as CFLC could go it alone. The community is too large, the numbers struggling to read and 

use the language are too great, and the cost of not fixing our area's literacy deficits threatens too much of the core of what life is all about. For 

us to promulgate literacy -- from the "3 R's" to immigrants' mastery of English to computer and financial and medical literacy -- community 

partnerships are essential.  
 

"ñWhen I see brokenness, poverty and crime, I also see the enormous potential and readiness for transformation and rebirth.ò 

~ Lily Yeh, social change activist 
 

"ñWhat do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult for each other?"ñ 

~ George Eliot 
 

Illiteracy is a roadblock. It becomes a significant barrier between what could and should be and what is, thereby creating massive social    

problems that are both communitywide and nationwide. Right here in the Wilmington area, we are reeling from gang wars, a growing poverty 

rate, an ill-prepared basic workforce and uncertain futures for many of our children. It is incomprehensible to me that adult illiteracy is rarely    

mentioned as a key component when these social problems are discussed.  
 

Study after study -- from the Department of Justice, the Department of Education, the National Institutes of Health, universities, think tanks -- 

all conclude that literacy is key to children's succeeding and staying in school, that illiteracy is a major factor in youths joining gangs and   

turning to crime, and that literate parents are key to children's literacy and school success. Adults need to be able to read and speak English if 

they are to excel at the jobs our economic development gurus want to bring to Wilmington.  Adults need to be able to do homework with their 

children and be active advocates for their schooling. Adults need to be able to show their children the importance of education and reading -- 

and how gangs, crime and violence are not good options for making it in this world. Unless we focus on what parents and grandparents can 

learn and do -- in addition to all the crucial effort we put into K-12 education -- we will not break the cycle of illiteracy and eliminate its     

negative effects on the community-at-large. 
 

CFLC does a good job of engaging community partners. Some contribute dollars through grants or event sponsorships. Some send volunteers.  

Some trade services and print/air time. But if we are truly going to transform this community, we need to go beyond skimming the surface and 

reach the untapped connections in a big way. We need community partners -- businesses large and small, the medical field, chambers of    

commerce, elected officials, media -- to join our literacy campaign to build awareness, mobilize volunteers to teach adults and to gather      

resources to provide quality instruction. And it will be successful only with partners from all corners of this community. 
 

"ñA community is like a ship -- everyone ought to be prepared to take the helm.ò ~ Henrik Ibsen   
 

We need champions who will step up and say, "Literacy matters. We need a 100% literate community." As you read this, what is holding 

you back from being that champion? Years ago the mayor of Philadelphia set up "The Mayorôs Commission on Literacy." The founder of    

Dollar General set up a Foundation devoted to literacy. The head of the Bahamas Hotel Association has made literacy his #1 priority. We have 

a start in Wilmington - but need the community to gather around, rally, and do more. Do you work in the court system or law enforcement? 

Focus on adult literacy and your courtrooms and jails will change dramatically. Want to bring new businesses to Wilmington? Focus on adult 

literacy and you will have the basic workforce that can staff those businesses. Work in the medical field? Focus on adult literacy and your   

patients will be able to manage their health and their appointments with you more effectively. Whatever your line of work, whatever         

neighborhood you live in, if you will step up to partner with CFLC as we build literacy skills, your world will be better and you'll have the   

satisfaction of knowing you helped real people make real progress. That is what partnerships are all about.   
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CFLC Hours of Operation 
 

Business Office 
 

Monday-Thursday  8:30 a.m. ð 5 p.m. 

Friday  8:30 a.m. ð 4:30 p.m. 

 

Computer Lab & Tutor Rooms 
 

Monday-Thursday  8:30 a.m. ð 8 p.m. 

Friday  8:30 a.m. ð 4:30 p.m.  

CFLC will be closed: 
 

 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday, November 28 

Friday, November 29 
 

Christmas & New Yearôs 

Closed Tuesday, December 24 through  

Wednesday, January 1 
 
 

CFLC will reopen on January 2, 2014 

 

2013 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Karen Pappas, President 

John Valente, Vice President 

Chris Campbell, Treasurer 

Christine Divoky, Secretary 

Amanda Cosgrove 

Brad Dawson 

Emily Goodman 

Chris Gore 

Teresa Huffmon 

Olujimi ñMookieò Jumoke 

Patricia Lawler 

Rachel Pace 

Vinod Rangra 

Dick Robbins 

Cornelia ñNiniò Rogan 

Monica Rolquin 

Bill Terrell 

Jeff Uzzle 

 
CFLC ADVISORY BOARD 

Barbara Hajek 

Jennifer Harjo 

Linda Moore 

Jennifer OôConnor 

Alan Perry 

Kavita Persaud, MD 

Charles Poindexter 

Deloris Rhodes 

Anita Thomas 

Tom Townsend 

Paul Woodworth 

www.facebook.com/cfliteracy @cfliteracy 
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A Message from Karen Pappas, Board of Directors President 
 
Dear Current and Future Literacy Supporters: 

 
Novelist, filmmaker and activist Susan Sontag has always given me 

pause. She created a business case for me to get involved with more than 

my own little world, with this passageé 

 

 ñDo stuff. Be clenched, curious. Not waiting for inspiration's 

 shove or society's kiss on your forehead. Pay attention.               

It's all about paying attention. Attention is vitality.  

It connects you with others. It makes you eager. Stay eager.ò  
 

I had always been a contributor for social improvements and nonprofits when I met Linda 

Lytvinenko and Nini Rogan at a QENO training session and was soon invited to be a part of their 

board of directors. I had never been asked to serve on a nonprofit board and I remember their 

invitation like people think of their first born. I was honored, thrilled and inspired. I felt, in    

Sontagôs words, vitality to make a new and real connection. And I was eager to meet a new    

family, people who had passion for literacy! My Greek aunt who came through Ellis Island with 

her parents had taught me that nothing is more important than reading, comprehension, learning 

and education. Nothing. So, on that fateful day, I heard the business case and call to action.  
 

Now, four years later, these two connections have multiplied exponentially. And I am a better   

person for them. Iôve made connections with the most dedicated staff on the planet at Cape Fear 

Literacy Council. They are innovative, supportive, smart and always about our students.  
 

Iôve made connections with many, not all, of our tutors. They are unsung heroes and heroines in 

our business. Without them, we would not be able to offer our services, materials and classroom 

space free-of-charge to our students.  
 

My lifelong indebtedness goes to our passel of event volunteers, unbelievably committed and 

passionate about helping move the literacy dial! Without them, we could not keep our doors open 

to serve 500+ students each year in our Adult Literacy Programs.  
 

Our corporate contributors are also huge ñconnectors for literacyò ï linking us to our community 

resources so that we can serve and provide for our students.  
 

All these connections! Today, these volunteers are passionate leaders for literacy. They share 

their energy and connections so readily to help us serve the 60,000+ untapped individuals in our 

local community who struggle with illiteracy. In Sontagôs words, I am eager (and optimistic). 

With continued connections and education, we remain vigilant in our shared vision: to eradicate 

illiteracy. 

 

Living literacy! 

CFLC STAFF 
 

Linda Lytvinenko, Executive Director 

Yasmin Tomkinson, Adult Basic Literacy Director 

Barbara Biba, ESOL Director 

Janice McSweeney, ESOL/ABL Coordinator 

Debra Yaw, ABL Intake/Assessment Coordinator (PT) 

Terry OôSullivan, Financial Coordinator (PT) 

Erin Payne, Community Outreach & Volunteer Management Coordinator  

Pamela Whitehead, Administrative Assistant (PT) 

Shirley Horn, Program Assistant (PT) 

Julia van de Riet, QENO AmeriCorps VISTA 
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OUR ñWISHò LIST  
 

One-time Administrative Needs:  
Gift Certificates to New Hanover Printing 

Seventy-five 16GB Flash Drives 

Two Sturdy Outdoor óWelcomeô Mats 

 

Items we need on a continuing basis: 
 Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Kleenex 

Coffee, Creamer, Sugar and Splenda 

Cups of all sizes 

Napkins  

Trash Bags 

Copy Paper 
  

THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR DONATIONS! 

AUTOGRAPHED JEFFERY DEAVER NOVELS! 
 

 
 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT CFLC  
Purchase by CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD and pick up at CFLC -  

1012 S. 17th Street, M-F from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

 
 

Order two ways: 

 

Call CFLC: 

(910)251-0911  

 

Purchase securely 

through our website: 

www.cfliteracy.org 

$20 

 

THANK YOU FOR AN EVENING TO REMEMBER, JEFFERY DEAVER! 

WITH GRATITUDE TO: 

On October 20, guests spent an exceptional evening at UNCW with world-renowned  

author and literacy supporter, Jeffery Deaver, and celebrated Cape Fear Literacy Councilôs 

service to adult learners in the Cape Fear area. 
 

Mr. Deaver shared details about how he created some of his most famous novels ï such as 

The Bone Collector (made into a feature film starring Denzel Washington and Angelina 

Jolie), The Kill Room, Carte Blanche (a James Bond novel), and his latest thriller, The 

October List. Mr. Deaver also spoke about the inspiration behind some of his most famous 

characters such as Lincoln Rhyme, Amelia Sachs and Kathryn Dance. Guests enjoyed two 

detailed presentations and Q&A sessions as well as a VIP cocktail reception where they 

had the opportunity to interact with Mr. Deaver and have their picture taken with the   

author by internationally-acclaimed photographer Brownie Harris. CFLC was thrilled to 

host this esteemed author and thanks the eveningôs Chairwoman and CFLC Board     

Member, Monica Rolquin, for bringing Mr. Deaver to his Wilmington fans. 


